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NU MB. vi. 41. 
But on the morrow all the Congregation of 
the Children of Iſrael murmured a- 
gainſt Moſes and againſt Aaron, ſay- 
ing, Te have killed the People of 
of the Lord. RR 


4 
is 


HA the Obſervations I pro- 
2 ONE poſe to make from this Paſſage, 
Af may appear Juſt and True, and 
the Application of each of them 
ERR prove the more Effectual upon 
— the Hearts of an Aſſembly, the 
elgn of whoſe Meeting here, is, the Honour 
[their Religion, and the Proſecution of thoſe 
Ws whereon depend the deareſt Intereſts 
their Country and Conſtitution : It will be 
*dful to recapitulate the foregoing Tranſ- 
tions that were introductory to the Text. 
The  1ſraelitiſh Government, both in Church 
d State, was now, [ and ſo continued for a 
ag time after] under the immediate Dire- 
u of GOD himſelf. Every material . | 
of 


6 The Wiſdom of a Government, in 
of Adminiſtration proceeded upon expreſs Or- 
der from Heaven. By Virtue of this, Moſe; | 
was the Chief Governor in Civil Matters; and, 
purſuant to the ſame Authority, he conſtituted 
his Brother Aaron High-Prieſt, and his Family 
the ſole Miniſters in the Prie/tly-Office ; while 
the reſt of the Tribe, [from which they both 
originally ſprung,)] were appointed inferior At- 
tendants, under Them, in Holy Things. 
Korah, a Man of conſiderable Family and 
Figure in the ſame Tribe with Moſes and Aaron, 
[and Couſin- German to them both, ] thinking 
himſelf undervalu'd, by being left a meer L. 
vite, [_ and not one of the Heads of them nei- 
ther, ] ſhut out of the poſſibility of arriving 
to the Prieſthood, by the preſent Settlement 
reſolves upon advancing himſelf, by obliging 
them to change their Meaſures, or pulling then 
down from their Authority. But, right! 
foreſeeing the Difficulty of compaſſing an A 
teration in the Church, without one in th 
State, he procures Dathan and Abiram, & 
en. Of the Tribe of Reuben, | Ede n. 
—# * Deſcendant of Jacob,] to joilf 
with him, in Conſpiring againſt Moſes fort 
Civil Dignity, while he did the ſame again 
Aaron for the Prieſt hood. The one of th 
| Incendiaries proceeded upon the foot of H 
reditary Indefeaſible Right, [ a thing hi 
we ſee, God inſiſted not then upon, in 
Government of his own peculiar People; ] ! 
other founds his Complaint uf 


per. 3, 13. 8 $ * 
13. needleſs and arbitrary Partial 


diftributing Puniſhment or Mercy, &c. 7 
in the Diſtribution of Preferments ; the Pre- 
ences of both centring in Redreſs of Grievances, | 
and 1 Male- Adminiſtration, 

This Calumny, deliver'd in plauſible Terms, 
gather'd as it went, and ſoon ripen'd into a 
Mutiny. Korab was back d by Two 
hundred and fifty of the Principal 
Levites, that put in with him for Candidates 
pr the Prieſthood ; while Dathan and Abiram ; 
had made a Formidable Party a: 
mongſt the Loity, In a full Body, 7% 
with Korah at the Head of them, . . 
theſe Mutineers croud up to the Tabernacle 
they tax Moſes with Ambitious and Unjuſtifia= = *' 
ble Deſigns upon the Rights and Properties of | 
the Nation; with aggrandizing himſelf and his ; 
Family, by neglecting ſuch as were not only E- 
quals, but even Elders and Supertors; and which, 
they ſaid, aggravated the Miſcarriage; all this un- 
der Pretence of the Direction of GOD, and ö 
the Publick Good: In fine, demanded he f 
would change his Methods, or both he and f 
his Brother lay down, and give Place to ho- 

nefter Men. 4; 

Moſes, under all the Apprehenſion and Re- 

ſentment ſuch Uſage muſt juſtly raiſe in the N 
calmeſt Breaſt, was not at a loſs for proper 
Meaſures of Behaviour in ſo difficult a Juncture: ' 
He brings his Cauſe to be righted by him from 
whom he received his Authority; and, having 
confulted GOD upon it, beſpeaks _, 
the Heads of the Faction to this Ef- 
kt; “ That, as to his Diſpoſal of the Prie//- 

a -:» *. 860d, 


Ver. 2, 35. 


8 The Wiſdom of Government, in 


Food, \Korah, could nat but alloy 

ker se, c ita reaſonable Propoſal that, fince | 
& Aaron. pretended . to Paſleſhon of 
that Holy Character purely by a Divine 
« Choice, the Cauſe ſhould be caſt upon the 
e {ame Suffrage over again ; that Aaron, and all 
« the New P retenders, ſhould next Day appear | 
at the Tabernacle, and officiate as Prieſts ; 
« and let GOD, (ſays he) as he has pro- 


0 11. 


a 


£ 
c 
ec he will chuſe for his own Miniſters, 
Then, as to the Civil Power, or any Inſtance 
of his Abuſe of it, he deſires of his Competi. 
tors in that Matter, to do him and their GOD 
the Juſtice of ſuffering him to decide that 
Part of the Controverſy the ſame 
erz. Way, to let GOD Ele& his AM 
giſtrate as well as his Prieſt; aſſuring then 
the Patience of One Day's Time would give 
ample Satisfaction to them, and to the whole 
Nation. Norah was nat ſo hardy as to refuſe 
the Propoſal; but Dathan and 4 
88 1 1 ram, giddy with the Hopes of Power, 
WE BY rejected all Overtures, call Moſes an 
Uſurper, - and refuſe. ſo much as to treat or 
pee wün him n 259 3g $5.0 
The Cauſe was now wholly taken out of 
Moſes his Hands, he gives it in- 
20 35. Tirely up to G OD, and follows 
his Directions. G0 tells him, 
the juſteſt, and ſhorteſt, and moſt exemplatj 
Way with ſuch Audacious Offenders, would 


be, 


miſed to do, by ſome viſible Token, rati- 


* 


Ver. 15, 


fy his own Act, or elſe declare anew why 


diſtributing P uniſhment of Mercy , &c. 9 
be, to cut off every one (be they 
never ſo many) that were concern d 
in this Rebellion. But this humble and mer- 
ciful Miniſter, begs to have a Diffe- 
rence made between the defigning 
Leaders, and the ignorant and heedleſs Mul- 


er. 20, 21. 


Per. 22. 


; nzly Perverſe, and the Obſtinate, ſhould ſuf- 
0. fer, while the leſs guilty were permitted to 
r he and learn by their Example. In ſhort, 
ho forah, with the Two hundred and fifty Le- 
ntes, was {truck by Lightning, while the Cen- 
ace ers were in the Hands, and Dathan - 
Ul and Abiram, with all their open A- 8 
)D bettors, ſwallowed up by an Earth- 
bat Wi guake. en 5 
me i Though one might well have expected ſo 
Ha- exemplary a Judgment would have availed to 
lem I lence all future Murmers, and Ambitious 
zue Diſcontents; yet had it a quite contrary Effect 
1le upon this reſtleſs and untractable Body of 
fule BY Men. Friends, and Favourites, Relations, 
Avi-W:n9 Dependants, fpirit up the Thoughtleſs 
Vo, Multitude-with falſe Arguments about Juſtice, 
n everity, Lenity and Compaſſion, The Cauſe 
of Religion, their Government, and their 
aus, ſoon gave place to that of private Men, 
t ol though Criminal and Rebellious. Moſes and 
n Aron are ſtraitiy accuſed for executing the 
01 Laws of that Divine Conſtitution that was the 
aim, Foundation of ſuch Bleſſings upon them; were 
Jarſ complained of, as Hard and Uncharitable, in 
— not uſing their Interceſſion for their Offending 


tude 5 and obtains, that none but the know- 


B Bre- 


* 
1 
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10 The Wiſdom of a Government, in 
Brethren, but rather contributing to the Dj. 
ſtruction of thoſe (and that in ſuch Numbers 
too) that were Members of GO D's own 
Church and peculiar Nation. 

But on the morrow all the Congregation of 
the Children of Iſrael murmured againſt Moſes, 
and againſt Aaron, ſaying, Te have killed the 
People of the Lord. 

From the whole of which Tranſaction, 
think it natural for us to gather the following 
Obſervations. . | 


1. The Difficulties, Uneaſmmeſſes, and Miſrepre- 


ſentations the beſt Goverments are hable to, even | 


under the moſt Equitable and Prudent Admini- 
tration of Affairs. 
 *Tis one Demonſtration of the Imperfection 
of humane Prudence, and of the wrong Con- 
ceptions Men uſually have of preſent Happineſs 
and Grandeur, that 'That Power and Aſcendant 
over others, at which we ſo paſſionately aſpire, 
and level the higheſt of our Projects, ſhould be 
ſo incumbred with Diſturbances, even in its 
moſt juſt and legal Execution. 


The Bulk of Mankind are apt to Envy their 


Superiors the Height and Gayity of their Poſts; 
but ſeldom think of the Pain and Vexation 
that ſurround them. We, that look generally 
no farther than to the outward Surface of Men 
and Things, imagine not, that where Suprema- 
cy is lodged, there can be any Pillows of Stone, 
or Beds of Thorns. From which, tis yet too 
Plain, the very Beſt of the Great Ones are rare: 


Iy 


diſtributing Puniſhment or Mercy, &c. 1 1 
ly exempted, even for that very Reaſon, be- 
cauſe they are the Beſt : The Steddineſs, Ho- 


| nour, and Juſtice of their Adminiſtration, be- 


ing the very Qualities which draw upon them 
the Machinations and Attempts of the Am- 


bitious, the Envious, and the Enterprizing. 


The corrupt Paſſions of humane Nature, 


| proper to be practis d upon, for diſturbing the 


Peace and Order of Goverment, are the eaſieſt 
of Acceſs, and the moſt pliable to Error, and to 


Deluſion. The unexperienced, and thought- 


leſs Populacy, (the Body of every Nation) 
have an Ear always open to the Miſcarriages of 
thoſe above them; each Flatterer has the Ad- 
vantage of ſuch as are at the Helm; the Art 
of throwing Miſts before vulgar Eyes, and hin- 
dring them from ſeeing how Things are fteer'd 
for their Protection and Advantage, lies not 
very deep; and Suggeſtions are ſwallowed 


down, not for their Truth, but their Spight 


and Plauſibility. Innocence, in the Greateſt 
and Worthieſt, is no more an abſolute Shelter 
from Malice and Calumny, than in thoſe of 


lower Ranks; and a Fire once kindled in ſuch 


ir Combuſtible Matter, as is the Mind of a Mul- 


titude, ravages without Diſtinction: The De- 
lwerer, and the Protector, goes for an Uſurper ; 
Right and Law are termed Encroachment, Exe- 
cution is called Cruelty ; Happineſs, Miſery 5 
Freedom, Slavery; and Apypt it ſelf, with 

ts heavy Burdens, and its Iron Furnace, ſhall 
be commended, that Moſes may not want Re- 


proach. 
B 2 So 


12 The Wiſdom of 4 Government, ig 
So has the All-wiſe and Supream Governor 
N 417 oſed the Nature of Things here Below; 
| hn popular Diſcontents ſhould be a Wei ght | 
againſt the Pleaſures of Power ; to dilate | 
| the Mind of every Wiſe Governor, and keep 
| it clear of the Influences of its e | 
Such an Advantage have Reſtleſs and Deſigning | 
Spirits upon the worſer Part of our Humanity. 
GOD himſelf, the infinite Lord over All, 
bears his Share in theſe Inconvenjences : Hi 
Miracles, and his freſheſt Providences, avail 
vot wholly to fence them off; and therefore 
all his Vicegerents upon Earth, muſt patiently 
expect, and provide againſt them the beſt they 
can. Nothing in this World is ſtable, and 
uninterrupted ; nothing, where Men have the 


| Management, is exempt from Injury, and from 
1 Troubles 


2. We may, from this Paſſage, truly ob: 
fm What is the proper Appeal and Reſort on 


PS n+ ana => + wi 


| of a 2 Ju. Prince and Governor, under any Accu Ett 
ſafions of Male- Adniniſtration, viz, The Auth EE 
| rity by which he Ads, and the Sunn and gui 


Juſtice of his Proceedings. ed, 


Moſes his Settlement of Affairs, was by im An, 
| mediate Dire&ion from Heaven. To GOL ty, 
; therefore he firſt referred his Cauſe ; and the neſs 
h challengeth the Mutinous Subject to be trie call 
by the Conſtitution they could = deny them Pre 
ſelves to be under, Conſcious of his own I 
| tegrity, he ſtands the Teſtimony for himfel_ lift 
| and dzron, with an Intrepidity that nothing Fo 


pul 


7 diſtributing Puniſhment or Mercy, &c. 13 
-nor W but Innocence can inſpire, and which the laſt 
wy . Arts of Calumny and Defamation cannot ſhock 
icht nn the Heart of a wiſe and good Man. 
ance It was his Comfort too, not only to have 
keep GO D as his Judge, but the eſtabliſh d Court, 
ions. the Senate of the Elders, to ſtand by him. He 
ning went unto Dat han and Abiram, and 
nity. the Elders of Iſrael were with him. 3 
= What expreſs Revelation was to the Go- 
vernment of the Iſraelites, the ſame are the 
ſtated Laws and Conſtitution of every Country 
now, both to Prince, Miniſtry, and People; 
the Rule and only Meaſure whereby to judge 
of Prerogative of Power, or Privileges of 
Subject F. F 
While this Rule is kept inviolated, Gover- 
nors are in the beſt Way, whether of Nature 
or of Providence, to be Eaſy, Honourable, 
and Peaceful in their Adminiſtration” 
Arbitrary Proceedings, and Enterprizes up- 
on Right and Law, as they are the genuine 
Effects of Weakneſs, ſo are they the Cauſes of 
Fear, Every juſt Complaint thrown upon a 
puilty Breaſt (be its Station never ſo exalt- 
ed,) meets with Matter proper to work upon: 
im. And to defy all Demands of Reaſon and Equi- 
ty, is hot Courage, but a Rage and Mad- 
neſs beſpeaking an Incapacity to Govern, and 
calling aloud for Meaſures of Common and Self- 
Preſervation. * 
But whenever Murmurings and Rebellion 
lift up themſelves againſt Legal and Rightful 
Power, Governors have then every thing = 
rely 


1 


— 


14 The Wiſdom of a Government, 27 
rely upon that can adminiſter true Comfort. M | 
and real Support; Religion, Juſtice, Provi. W ry | 
dence, Law, Heaven, and Earth, carry forth ble 
their Sword, and are written upon their Ban. Fra 
ners. And ſuch impious Attempts (though I tur 
not always unſucceſsful under the preſent State ¶ not 
of human Life,) have yet a natural Tendency Fon 
to their deſerved Fate; to become like Waves M | 
upon the Shore, daſhing themſelves in Pieces 60 
by their own Weight; or, as the Morning. nb 
Dew before the Sun-Beams, periſhing by that mo 
Heat by which they were produced, =_— 


3. A Third thing obſervable in this Hiſtory, ed 
is, How much it becomes the Character of 4 60 
Wiſe and Good Government, in the exemplary de 
Prmiſhment of Tumultuous and Rebellions Subjects, the 


to put a merciful Diſtinfton between the Lea- 
ders and Movers of Sedition, and the many that e 
may have been heedlefly drawn into it. Wu 


Man is a reſtleſs Creature, full of Aims af- MW 

. ter Happineſs and Pleaſure, and moſtly ready ¶ Sc 
| to drive at every ſpecious Meaſure of changing Fer 
; for the better, though at the Hazard of incur- but 
ring ſomething that is worſe. | 
Attempts upon Government, and Alterations e. 

| of State, are commonly, by the Authors of ſuch L 
| Deſigns, ſet out with ſo many Pretences of 
public Good, and ſuch promiſing Airs of Ad- ate 
vantages to every one that will embark in them, 


as are not cafily to be ſeen through by the In- bec 
i ferior and leſs diſcerning rank of Mankind. whe 


' Hence | 


diftributing Puniſhment or Mercy, &c. 1 5 


Hence, as Mercy and Pity are founded in eve- 
ry Individual that help to make up our reaſona- 
ble Species, from the Confideration of the 
Frailty and Imperfe&ion of our Fellow-Crea- 
ture 3 ſo it is a Principle worthy of the Ho- 
nour, and agreeable to the Intereſt of Publick 
Powers, in relation to Offending Subjects. 
Herein they have no leſs Precedent than 
GOD, no leſs Example than Moſes. Admi- 


nble Inſtance of a publick Spirit, and of the 


moſt generous Compaſſion ! The People riſe 
up againſt their tendereſt Governors; the Go- 
rernors fall down upon their Faces, to inter- 
de for the People! O God, the 
God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, ſhall 
oe Man ſin, and wilt thou be wroth with all 
the Congregation 2 ES, 5 
Where the Peace and Welfare of Mankind 
are the chief Ends of an Adminiſtration, Pu- 
niſhments are not, by way of Revenge, to ſati- 
ite the Paſſions of Ruling Powers, but for the 
Security and Honour of the whole Community. 
Penalties are not inflicted for their own Sakes, 
but for general Good ; nor will a merciful 
Potentate purchaſe his own Peace, by any Loſs, 
even of Enemies, but what is neceflary, 
But then, Men that have render'd them- 
ſelves juſtly obnoxious, though by leſs Obſti- 
nate and Malicious Degrees of ſinning againſt 
Lawful Authority, muſt qualify themſelves to 
become proper Objects of its pardoning Mercy; 
when they ſee their Errors, they muſt be 


Ver. 22, 


Wink and candid in their Acknowledgments ; 


muſt 
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ing the Difficulties and Diſcouragements ariſing 


are obliged, in Duty and Intereſt, to exact the 


effectual to their defired Ends. 


16 The W ;ſdom of a Government, in 


muſt give Teſtimonies of their Abhorrence; 


forſake and renounce the Abettors that miſled | 
them, and return to a Temper ready to do 


the utmoſt Juſtice to, and redrefs the Wrongs 


of, their Country, before they can be worthy | 


of its Compaſſions toward their Misfortune 
Or xa Crime. Even G O D and Moſes gave 


reprieve to none of the Conſpirators, but to 


ſuch as obeyed the Summons; Get you up fron 


About the Tabernacle of Korah, | 
er. ah es Dathan and Abiram. Depart from 


the Tents of theſe wicked Men, and touch no- 
thing of theirs, left you be conſumed in all their 
Sins. This leads to a 9 8 


45, And Principal Reflexion from the 


Tranſaction before us; viz. That notwithſtand- 


from popular Diſcontents, or the Odium that may 
poſſibly accrue from the Puniſhment of obſtinate 
Offenders ; Rulers, Judges, and Magiſtrates, 


laft of Legal and Exemplary Penalties, where 
Prudence, and the Honour and Safety of the Go- 
vernment, require it. 5 

As Laws are the only Meaſures of peaceable 
Power, and private Right, ſo Penalties, upon 
Outrages offered to them, are the only Guard 
for ſecuring Obedience, and rendring them 


That even Life it ſelf, therefore, ſhould be 
the Sacrifice pay'd for Diſloyalty, and At- 


tempts upon the Common Peace, is abſolutely 
| reaſonable 


diſtributing Puniſhment or Mercy, &c. 17 
reaſonable. and neceſſary, in whatever View 
you conſider it. The Honour of Government 
requires it; it being not poſſible to maintain it, 
but by ſetting it on ſuch a Foot as ſhall fix it 


dee of Contempt; nor can the Head be long- 
bed, where any Member, toucht with incura- 
- WH bi Gangrene, is permitted to hold its Place 
n ſuch a Body. Bug En 
: The whole Community demands it; every 
5 object being attacked, by an Act of Rebellion 
' Wl zpainft the Power that protects him; every 
N Wl private Man receiving a Stab from each Hand 


lifted up againſt that which 1s our Common 
Security. Laſtly, even Delinquents them- 
| {elves receive their Benefit, by undergoing the 
Execution of Juſtice ; as it gives them the laſt 


thc and higheſt Opportunity of inward Amend- 
nd- nent and Reformation. That Depravity of 
ul and Principles that was incurable by Ar- 
1) Weunents of Reaſon and Duty, is apt to yield 
121% I and recover it ſelf, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, at 
15, the Apprehenſion of ſure, ſpeedy, and publick 


Vengeance. The Malice and Ambition that 
could receive no Check by any thing that 
reached not Life itſelf, may probably cool, 
Find give place to Repentance, upon a Proſpect 
of Death, And it 1s of good Influence, not 
only by way of Example to the Living, but 
ten upon the Minds of ſuch as are to Die, to 
have their Iniquities thus ſet in array before 
hem, and to be ſummoned to take the preſent 
runiſhment of them. | 
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18 The Wiſdom of 4 Government, in 
For theſe, or ſome. of theſe Reaſons, Moſe; | 
chearfully gave up himſelf to be the Miniſter | 
of a moſt affrightning Puniſhment upon the 
Mutineers of the beloved Iſrael. And upon | 
the ſame ſhould every Prince and Lawful Ma. 
giſtrate have a Steddy and Courageous Eye to 
the Honour and great Ends of his Adminiſtra- 
tion; equally ſcorning that Weakneſs of 
Pride that is wont to tempt unaccompliſh d 
Minds to diſplay their Power at the Expence 
of other Mens Rights; and that low and ef. 
feminate Compaſſion that would affright him 


DO oi —w . cc. 


from vindicating the Juſtice and Credit of his th 
Goverment, and procuring his je gue Good lie 
by an undaunted Execution of Wrath upon then mc 
that do Evil. i e e dot 
In this Article alſo, behold the Pattern ſell 
before them! Nobles and Princes of the co Ch 
gregation are no more exempt from Obedience inf 
to the Supream Power, than the meaneſt Peri no 
ſon of any Tribe. Laws, the common anq Ao 
equal Barriers of National Rights, make 0 cre 
Difference in this Caſe, between the Man off Chr 
Renown, and him that Tilleth the Ground nay 
or Laboureth in his Vineyard: And the Dini triv, 
ty of Criminals againſt the Fundamental Eſaꝶ ve 
bliſhment, ſerves for no other Argument, buſh woſt 
to ſhew their Guilt to be of a deeper Dye; an lgio 


that, as their Example was the more Pernic 
'ous, their Puniſhment ought to be the mo 
Certain and Exemplary. EY 
Wherefore, for People to murmur at the del 
tence given, and Execution paſt upon ſuch D 
12 — linquems 


\ 


diſtributing Puniſhment or Mercy, &c. 19 


2: WY linquents, eſpecially when purſuant to their own 
er Laus, and for their own Safety, deſerves no other 
ne Return, than that of Pity upon an Ignorance, 
or rather an Indignation. at an Ingratitude, 


on 

la-: ſtriving to bereave them of all the Bleſſings of 
to Ml a peaceful Government. ee 
a- What I have already {aid under the forego- 
of ing Obſervations, may, I hope, be thought fo 
bd Juſt and Natural, as to carry its own Applica- 
nce 


tion, and make it the eaſier, bothgp the Go- 
vernors, and People of this divided Nation, in 
whom is any true Love to its Intereſts, under 


his the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, to ſee where 
0d, WM lies their Encouragement to defend and pro- 
hen mote it, or their Prejudices and Miſtakes a- 


bout it. 85 

From the Day that we became a Reformed 
Church, and a Free Nation, we have been 
infeſted with Murmurs and Diſcontents. And 
no Wonder it ſhould be ſo. The Chriſtian 
Lorab (if it may be lawful to beſtow that Sa- 
cred Epithet upon the Roman Uſurper on 
Chriſtian Liberties) has ever had his Band, 
tay his Hoſt of Levites, to remonſtrate or con- 
tive againſt what we did. And as oft as ever 
ve have put the Civil Power into a Channel, 
moſt agreeable to the real Intereſt of true Re- 
lgion, and the Common Good, we have had 
the Sons 'of Dathan riſe up, endeavouring to 
uſtrakt us with a Right of Succeſſion to 
Lrowns founded no-where but in Imagination, 
ad tending to nothing but Deſtruction. 
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20 The Wiſdom of a Government, in 
Even the Glorious Rovolution, that at once 


[ 
ſo happily illuſtrated the Engliſh Privileges, t 
'ſtabliſhing the Prerogative without Tyranny, 1! 
and our Property without Licentious Indu- ! 
gence, and wrought us up into a Frame that 
promiſed every Bleſſing deſirable by the great- Hv 
eſt Princes, or the beſt Subjects; freed us not Ml ( 
from the Murmuring Generation : The Gene- Nu 
ration conliſting either of profeſſed or ſecret F 
Enemies, M ambitious Friends, whoſe Thirſt 1 
of Place and Power ran them into Meaſures of t 
ſtraightning the Goverment, pinioning the Wl al 
Hands, ſhortning the Funds, baffling the Arms, . 
and defeating all the Glorious Deſigns of our tt 
Firſt Deliverer againſt the Common Enemy. ke 
The Generation that afterward perſwaded MMI - 
Queen Anne to forſake the Counſels of the Ml I 
Old and the Honeſt, to truſt her ſelf in the MW di 
Hands of the Young, the Violent, or the Crafty; an 
who ſoon ſtript her and us of our Laurels, and WM N 
ſhut up the brighteſt Reign that ever was Anna. ¶ ſu 
lized, in Blackneſs, and Darkneſs, and Tempe). Ml an 
And finally, When the laſt Criſis of that MW un 
Providence, they have been ſo long and often WM Fr. 
{triving to oppoſe, has now brought them to IM pul 


explain themſelves ; how fully and happily MW req 
have they done it! Demonſtrating the Rigor Me 
of Paſſive Obedience, by Rebellion; and the of 
Love of Mother-Church, by Perfidy and Trea- | 
ſon, the flaming Characteriſticks of the Mother 
J ĩ HO * 
Surprizing Parellel between the Camp ot 
Jjrael, and our Britons, who have appropriateq; 


diſtributing Puniſhment or Mercy, &c. 21 
to themſelves the Name of Churchmen ! Be- 
S tween the Dathans that inſult Moſes, and the 
Proteſtants that conſpire. againſt a Proteſtant 
prince! Between the Levites ſtrugling againſt 
Aaron, and the Men in Holy Orders, from 
whom the moſt ſhining Piety, Learning, and 
Courage of their Biſhops have conciliated but 
unequal Returns of Reverence and Eſteem ! 
For ſo our Murmurers are firſt ſpirited into 
Treaſons, under Colour of Right and Law; 
then murmur again, when they feel the Laws 
about to be put in Execution. They foment 
Jealouſies, out of Zeal for common Safety; and 
then repine at the very Methods that are ta- 
ken to ſecure it. 525 Pe A 

Yet how have all theſe Misfortunes, theſe 
lngratitudes, under Engliſh Bleſſings, ſerved to 
diſplay the Excellencies of our Government, 
and the Virtues of our Gracious Prince | 
When we conſider the immoveable Baſes, the 


- WF {ure Reſort of our Laws, on which he ſtands, 


and to which he ſo chearfully, religiouſly, and 
undauntedly ſends both his Enemies and his 
Friends; the one, for Juſtice or Mercy, as the 
| publick Good, and his Peoples Safety- ſhall 
require; and the other, for all their Rules and 
Meaſures of promoting the Glory and Stability 
of his Crown and Dignity. | 
How ought this to ſatisfy and enliven the 
Hearts of all thoſe that act under him as Mi- 
niſters, Judges, and Magiſtrates ; to know, 
and ever remember, That, in the unwelcome 
Fart they may be now forced to bear for him, 
3 2255 and 


22 The Wiſdom of a Government, in 
and for their Country ; they ate not to view. 
themſelves in the Glaſs of popular Cbnceptians, 
but in that of ſtated Luws and Confliextion: | 
looking to them as their Oracles, which arc 
the Rule, and, at rhe ſame time, the Life 
and Joy, and Peace of their Conſciences, both 
towards God, their King, and their: Fellow- 
NL Se HT api Os 
Men and Brethren, Children of the Stock 
of Proteſtant Engliſbmen, and every one amoneſt 
you that value the Privileges annex'd to that 
Character | If you have had any Fears and Suſ- 


picions ſown amongſt you, concerning the Pub - ci 
lick Affairs ; know, that you owe it as an in- ib 
diſpenſable Duty to God, your Country, and th 
your ſelves, to have recourſe to the one plain MI ba 
Rule and Standard, whereby to regulate your the 
„2 % tha 
Enquire then of the bittereſt Adverſaries of I fen 
your indulgent Sovereign, whether there has WM fav 
been a fingle Law invaded, or an Engliß Cu- to. 
ſtom ſuffered Violence > See with your own lent 
Eyes, if any thing has paſſed, even in this VoL 
difficult Juncture of Things, unworthy the Car I Haz 
of a vigilant Miniſtry, or the Prudence of an ume 
injured Legiſlature; and your own Repreſenta of tb 


tives. Demand of your Clergy, the Sons of 
Levi, whether their Churches grow thinner 
their Liturgy more precarious, or their Art 
cles or Canons fewer, ſince the beginning 0 


this Auſpicious Reign? 


If you are ſpirited into Murmuring Compal 
ſiong toward the Guilty, think whether no 9 
ane — 


diſtributing P uni ſhment or Mercy „&c. 2 3 
der Eye be due to Fer Government, labour- 
ning under that Trouble and Expence wherein 
ve muſt all take our ſhare. Think how you 
WM yould then have murmured, if the Meaſures 
tat have been taken, had been unfortunately 
omitted, or careleſly neglected; if the intend- 
ed Deſtruction had reached your Houſes, and 
laid waſte your Habitations; had you been 
fred, and plunder d by a foreign Force, in 


Conjun&1on with the Perjured and Perfidious 
at Wl jou are now learnt to lament at Home. 
if. Search and be ſatisfied, if there have any Mer- 
b. Wl cies been wanting toward any that would not 
n. {but the Door of Mercy againſt themſelves ; 
nd dat have diſcovered an) Diſpoſitions to re- 


| pair the Injuries they have done, and return to 
the Intereſt of their abuſed Country. Ask if 
that part of the Nation, that, by their Indiffe- 
tence, Silence, and ſcandalous Neutrality, 


have countenanced their vile. Attempts, begin 
(u- to behave with ſuch a Candor of Concern, Re- 
wolf lenting, and Abhorrence of ſuch Practices, as 


would render it probable there would be no 
Hazard in giving back the Lives ſo many 
times doubly forfeited. And then fee which 
of the two it is, the Government or its Enemies 
that are inexorable. 7 
If this be to lament the People of the Lord; 
no wonder the Friends and faithful Allies, that 
helped us againſt the old. Enemy, were delive- 
red up to be ſacrificed without a Tear. 
= Oh! Where were all theſe Compaſſions 
mothered, when the valiant Hoſt of Confede- 


rates 


Bt 


rates for the Liberties of Europe were left 
when the brave City, reſolute in aſſerting its 


Native Privileges, was leſt to wallow in its 
own Blood, 2 a degres of Fwy unknown 


under a ſteddy Prince, guided by a diſcerning 
ſtice without Inhumanity, and. perfect Ween 
that would render them/liable to be flatter 
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24 T de ider e Gwen: Sy 


naked? How cloſe were theſe Bowels ſhut up; 


Nr e 
Bleſſed Hand that hath ſopp'd theſs Ruins 
from ſpreading over us, and the whole Prote- 
ſtant World! Happy Britain | yet.one again 


and an unanimous Council's adminiſtring Ju- 


cy, void of that Eaſineſs and Puſillanimity 


into doing what is Wrong, or RET of doing 
what is n n e eule 
11 1 10 15. 
May every Tribe; every Rank, m1 Dean 
of Men in this Kingdom, conſider theſe Ble 
ſings, and be Eaſy and Conte nted ;; look upon 
che Mercies, and tbe Thankful look upon their 
Laws, and be. Safe. Let Proteſtant Council 
govern Proteſtant Nations; 's and let G 0 D 
Yor the World.“ id cnrvig ai 


J Him be Glory, , Wb and Thank 
4 Lab * * and Ever. Amen. 


4 88 005 *If 52 ; 


«op k Publiſhed! 


Tits E Heng Sin and Pap" of AVE with G0 
and the Government. A Sermon preach'd ar Lyn Res 
krebs. 1715-16 : By Tho, Fyles N. A. Prinred for F. Wyah 


